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G R A C E   C O M M U N I T Y 
Presbyterian Church, PCA 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
August 13, 2017 

10:30 AM 
Reflection: 
“Singers hardly come any sweeter than the poet who wrote Psalm 107, do 
they? This gracious author, so full of confidence in Yahweh, and 
obviously intent to bring us to a similar confidence! He has confidence in 
the greatness of Yahweh's love.”     Alec Motyer 
 
 
Prelude 
 
Welcome 

——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 
 
Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to Worship..........................................................................Psalm 107  
Minister: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

for his steadfast love endures forever! 
People:  Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, 

whom he has redeemed from trouble. 
Minister:  Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, 

for his wondrous works to the children of man! 
People:  For he satisfies the longing soul, 

and the hungry soul he fills with good things 
Prayer of Invocation 
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Hymn of Invocation.............................The God of Abraham Praise (#34)   
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Hymn of Preparation.......................From Depths of Woe I Raise to Thee 
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——————WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON—————— 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession  
Words of Comfort and Promise.....................................from Psalm 107 
Some were fools through their sinful ways; then they cried to the LORD in 
their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress. He sent out his 

word and healed them, and delivered them from their destruction. 
 

Hymn of Response..............Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord (#465) 
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Confession of Faith.....................The Westminster Confession of Faith* 
Ruling Elder Dan Bent 

Elder:   Christian, what do you believe about covenant?  
 
People:  The distance between God and the creature is so great, 

that although reasonable creatures do owe obedience 
unto him as their Creator, yet they could never have 
any fruition of him as their blessedness and reward, 
but by some voluntary condescension on God's part, 
which he hath been pleased to express by way of 
covenant. 

 
Elder:  What do you believe about the covenant of works?  
 
People:  The first covenant made with man was a covenant of 

works, wherein life was promised to Adam; and in him 
to his posterity, upon condition of perfect and personal 
obedience. 

 
Elder:  What do you believe about the covenant of grace?  
 
People:  Man, by his fall, having made himself incapable of life 

by that covenant, the Lord was pleased to make a 
second, commonly called the covenant of grace; 
wherein he freely offered unto sinners life and 
salvation by Jesus Christ; requiring of them faith in 
him, that they may be saved, and promising to give 
unto all those that are ordained unto eternal life his 
Holy Spirit, to make them willing, and able to believe. 

 
 

*When the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America was formed in 1788, it 
adopted (with minor revisions) the Westminster Confession of Faith, Larger and Shorter 
Catechisms (1647), as its secondary standards (the Bible itself being the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice). Officers in the Presbyterian Church in America take a vow to 
“sincerely receive and adopt” these confessional documents “as containing the system of 
doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures.” 
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—————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE————— 

The First Reading of God’s Word................................Revelation 21:1-8 
p.1040 

 
The Second Reading of God’s Word...............................Psalm 107:1-43 

pp.506-507 
                                                                         
 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People: Amen! 
Prayer of Consecration 

 
We offer an optional Children’s Church for children 4 years old through 1st grade. If you 
choose to have your children participate, you may dismiss them for CC as we sing the hymn 
printed below. Please know we welcome and encourage your children to remain with you 
during the sermon. However, in CC they will be hearing from the same text that the sermon 
is based upon, so you may discuss the message as a family after church if you wish to do so. 

 
Hymn of Preparation.................Father of Mercies, in Your Word (#144) 

 
 
Hearing from God’s Word.......................................................Psalm 107 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint          The Rhythm: Distress, Deliverance, Devotion 
 
[Concerning the Word preached:] “Do we prize it in our judgments? Do we receive in 
into our hearts? Do we fear the loss of the Word preached more than the loss of peace 
and trade? Is it the removal of the ark that troubles us? Again, do we attend to the Word 
with reverential devotion? When the judge is giving the charge on the bench, all attend. 
When the Word is preached, the great God is giving us his charge. Do we listen to it as 
to a matter of life and death? This is a good sign that we love the Word.”  
         Thomas Watson
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Please see instructions on the inside back cover of your bulletin 

Use the quotes below to help focus your heart and mind on this celebration:  

“Greater sins do sooner startle the soul, and awaken and rouse up the 
soul to repentance, than lesser sins do. Little sins often slide into the 
soul, and breed, and work secretly and undiscernibly in the soul, till 
they come to be so strong, as to trample upon the soul, and to cut the 
throat of the soul...If you are a Christian today it is only because God 
was the first to seek peace with you. You are now called and equipped 
to be the first to seek after peace and to attempt to pursue and 
maintain unity. As you do this you have the high honor of acting as an 
imitator of God.”               Thomas Brooks 

“Oh, what love! Christ would not entrust our redemption to angels, to 
millions of angels; but he would come himself, and in person suffer; he 
would not give a low and a base price for us clay. He would buy us with a 
great ransom, so as he might over-buy us, and none could over-bid him in 
his market for souls. If there had been millions of more believers, and many 
heavens, without any new bargain his blood should have bought them all, 
and all these many heavens should have smelled one rose of life; Christ 
should have been one and the same tree of life in them all. Oh, we under-
bid, and undervalue that Prince of love, who did overvalue us; we will not 
sell all we have to buy him; he sold all he had, and himself too, to buy us.” 
             Samuel Rutherford 

“Christ obeyed God in our nature; therefore in the same nature we 
may obey, please, and glorify God, though still in a self-denying 
manner. The foundation of it is laid in the new birth.”  Thomas Manton 

“Every Christian may truly say, God loves me better than I do myself.”  
        Richard Sibbes 

“The center, the cornerstone, the jewel in the crown of Christianity is 
not an idea, a system or a thing; it is not even “the gospel” as such.      
It is Jesus Christ.”                    Michael Reeves  
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Communion Hymns
 

Before the Throne of God Above – Charitie Bancroft/Vikki Cook 
1. Before the throne of God above 
I have a strong and perfect plea: 
A great High Priest, whose name is Love, 
Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on His hands, 
My name is written on His heart; 
I know that while in heaven He stands 
No tongue can bid me thence depart, 
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 
 
2. When Satan tempts me to despair, 
And tells me of the guilt within, 
Upward I look, and see Him there 
Who made an end to all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died, 

My sinful soul is counted free; 
For God the just is satisfied 
To look on Him and pardon me, 
To look on Him and pardon me. 
 
3. Behold Him there, the Risen Lamb 
My perfect, spotless righteousness, 
The great unchangeable I am, 
The King of glory and of grace! 
One with Himself I cannot die 
My soul is purchased with His blood 
My life is hid with Christ on high, 
With Christ, my Savior and my God, 
With Christ, my Savior, and my God. 

 

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (#457) –Robert Robinson/Asahel Nettleton 
1. Come, thou fount of ev’ry blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,  
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet,  
Sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 
Mount of God’s unchanging love. 
  
2. Here I raise my Ebenezer;  
Hither by thy help I’m come; 
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wand’ring from the fold of God: 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 
 
3. O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I’m constrained to be; 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, 
Bind my wand’ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander—Lord I feel it— 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for thy courts above.
 

The Wonderful Cross –Isaac Watts/Chris Tomlin/J.D. Walt 
1. When I survey the wondrous cross  
On which the Prince of glory died,  
My richest gain I count but loss,  
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,  
Save in the death of Christ my God;  
All the vain things that charm me most, I 
sacrifice them to His blood. 
 
Chorus: O the wonderful cross, 
O the wonderful cross 
Bids me come and die  
And find that I may truly live. 
O the wonderful cross, 

O the wonderful cross; 
All who gather here by grace draw near 
And bless your name. 
 
3. See from His head, His hands, His feet,  
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;  
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,  
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
Chorus 
 
4. Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
That were a present far too small:  
Love so amazing, so divine,  
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
Chorus 
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———————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE——————
Offertory...........................................................................Doxology Medley
Closing Hymn ..............................................................................Psalm 107 

 
Benediction
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FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

Even though the financial condition of the church is sound, the officers of GCPC are 
concerned about the years-long downward trend in giving (2012-2016), especially when 
coupled with the growth in our membership.  We believe that our generosity should be 
informed by our understanding of the gospel. Please watch this space. We are very 
encouraged and grateful for your generosity through the first 6 months of 2017. If you 
have any questions, please speak with our Treasurer or any of our church officers. 

First quarter: $119,296 
Second quarter: $134,256 
July: $46,374 
Projected 2017 (receipts based on giving to date): $503,102 
2017 Budget:  $475,118 annual / $39,593 monthly 

For 2017, we are providing a basic Family Worship plan to help our families to more 
regularly worship together during the week.  In each weekly bulletin, we will provide a 
Daily Bible Reading plan, questions from the Catechisms, a hymn for you to learn 
together, and prayers for you to use as a family.  

Weekly Hymn: Psalm 107 
Shorter Catechism for Young Children –  

• Q30 "What is meant by lack of conformity?”  / Answer: "Not 
being or doing what God requires." 

Shorter Catechism –  
• Q30 "How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased 

by Christ?” / Answer:  "The Spirit applies to us the redemption 
purchased by Christ, by working faith in us, and thereby uniting 
us to Christ in our effectual calling.” 

Bible Reading: 
• Mon – 8/14 – 1 Samuel 4 & Romans 4 
• Tue – 8/15 – 1 Samuel 5-6 & Romans 5 
• Wed – 8/16 – 1 Samuel 7-8 & Romans 6 
• Thurs – 8/17 – 1 Samuel 9 & Romans 7 
• Fri – 8/18 – 1 Samuel 10 & Romans 8 
• Sat – 8/19 – 1 Samuel 11 & Romans 9 
• Sun – 8/20 - 1 Samuel 12 & Romans 10 

 Next Week’s Preaching Passage:  
• Psalm 110  
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Morning Prayer: 

• Our gracious heavenly Father: we thank You for how You have 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day. You are the Giver 
of every blessing we enjoy. Teach us to see every moment of this 
day as an opportunity to live for You and not ourselves. Help us to 
see trials and afflictions as opportunities for growth and 
deliverance from our greatest enemy – our sinful flesh. Grow us 
in our delight and obedience of You as we seek to glorify You in 
all that we do. Purge from us selfishness, the fear of man, and the 
pride that seeks to keep us from trusting in You. May the cross of 
Jesus be our joy and boast as we begin this day, amen.  

 

 

Midday Prayer: 

• Our wonderful and merciful Lord: as we stop to enjoy Your 
gracious provision of our daily bread, we commend our hearts 
and minds to You, asking that You would set them on what is truly 
honorable, virtuous, pure, lovely, and excellent. Let whatever 
anxieties and fears that may have surfaced this morning be 
answered by Your Spirit of comfort and truth who assures us that 
though the mountains sway and the valleys tremble, the rivers of 
sorrow will not overwhelm, for You are with us. Teach us the 
comfort of Your rod and staff as we are guided by Your loving 
Son, our Good Shepherd. In His name, we pray, amen.  

 

 

Evening Prayer: 

• Our holy Father: we are thankful for everything You have 
provided this day. We are overwhelmed at the thought of Your 
goodness and kindness toward us. We humbly ask that whatever 
sinful thoughts, ungracious words or deeds, we have committed, 
You would grant us forgiveness for the sake of Your Son. Let our 
hearts be filled with the joy that comes from knowing You, the true 
God. You are our treasure and delight. Keep us as we close our 
eyes to rest, in Your holy name we pray, amen.   
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*Please note that Christian Education will resume NEXT Sunday.   

Nursery Volunteers (please arrive by 10:15) 

Today: Tina and Alyssa Cardona 
§ Next week: Tim and Tracy Carter 
§ 8/27: Andrew and Rebecca Caudal 
§ 9/3: Broc and Kelly Chambers  
§ 9/10: Dave and Meagan Dennison 

Upcoming events: 
Harrison Nursing Home: 4th Sunday of the Month 

• August: Andrew Caudal  
• September: Jason Patterson 

Student Ministries of Grace:  
• BFG Burgers Swim: All Jr. and Sr. students are invited to Doug and 

Karen Flowers’ home on Wednesday, August 16th, from 5:30 – 8 pm for 
an end of the summer cookout and swim.  

• Roots: Our fall kickoff will be on Sunday, August 27 from 5-7 pm in 
Westminster Hall.  

Guys of Grace:  
• Prayer Group: Tuesday mornings at 6:15 in the conference room. 

Coffee and fellowship provided!  
• Men’s Bible Study: Our next meeting is on August 16 at 7 pm in the 

conference room.  
Ladies Fall Retreat: 

• Registration will begin this week for our annual ladies' retreat (9/22-
9/23) at MDResorts in Rhome, TX. Our special guest is Katie Polski 
who will be speaking on "Joy in the Journey." See Anne Nelson, Katie 
Eaves, or Virginia Neely for registration details.  

• Praying the Psalms Study: Join us on either Tuesday morning (8/22) 
at 10 or Wednesday night (8/23) at 7 on Ps. 130.  

Things to Know:  
• Interested in membership? officegcpcfw@gmail.com 
• Ladies of Grace:  

o Anne Nelson: anneok@cox.net  
o Joanna McMahan: janamcmahanp48@gmail.com 

• Guys of Grace:  
o Sean Henry: seanph10@yahoo.com 

• Would like to meet with one of our pastors?  
o Pastor Kyle: koliphint@gmail.com 
o Pastor Davis: daviswmorgan@gmail.com 


