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G R A C E   C O M M U N I T Y 
Presbyterian Church, PCA 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
April 16, 2017 

10:30 AM 
Reflection: 
“The importance of man to God in creation sets the stage for God's 
remarkable work to redeem man after the fall. He cares for us.”  
              Robert Godfrey  
 
Prelude 
 
Welcome 

——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 
Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to Worship....................................Matthew, Romans, and Ephesians  

Minister: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 
People: He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Minister: Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
People: He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 
 
Minister: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 
People: He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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Hymn of Adoration.......................Christ the Lord is Risen Today (#277)  

 
 

Prayer of Adoration 

“Our Lord’s resurrection is His vindication, the declaration that He indeed was perfectly 
righteous and was therefore a suitable offering to turn away the wrath of God and also 
the firm basis upon which we can be declared just before the Father. If Jesus had stayed 
dead, it would have proven that death had a rightful claim over Him, and since death has 
a rightful claim only over sinners, Jesus’ remaining dead would have meant that He was 
a sinner and not our Redeemer. Operating under the sovereignty of God, death is our 
foe. It is even God’s foe as well, for He is the Lord of life. By our sin in Adam, we 
granted the right for death to claim us as part of the divine curse. By His righteous life, 
Christ destroyed any claim that death had over Him and those who are united to Him. 
Death threw its worst at our Lord, killing Him. But our Father was working in the midst 
of all that, using death as His instrument to pour out His wrath on our sin and raising 
Christ to life to prove that this wrath had been satisfied. By defeating the power of 
death, Jesus rendered it powerless over His people.”            from Tabletalk Magazine  
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Hymn of Preparation............................................The Power of the Cross  

 
——————WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON—————— 

Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession  
Words of Comfort and Promise..........................from 1 Corinthians 15 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to 

God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Hymn of Response............................................................In Christ Alone 
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Confession of Faith.......................................The Heidelberg Catechism*    
Ruling Elder Phil Bassett 

Elder:   Christians, what is your only comfort in life and in death? 
 
People:  That I am not my own, 
  But belong— 
   Body and soul, 
   In life and in death— 
  To my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

He has fully paid for all my sins  
with His precious blood, 
and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. 
He also watches over me in such a way  
that not a hair can fall from my head  
without the will of my Father in heaven: 
In fact, all things must work together  
for my salvation. 

 
Because I belong to Him, 
Christ, by His Holy Spirit, 
Assures me of eternal life and makes me  
whole-heartedly willing and ready from now on  
to live for Him. 

 
Elder:  What must you know to live and die in the joy of this 

comfort? 
 

People:  Three things: 
 First, how great my sin and misery are; 
 Second, how I am set free from all my sins  

and misery; 
 Third, how I am to thank God for such deliverance. 
 

Commissioned by elector Frederick III, The Heidelberg Catechism was written in 1563 
by the theological faculty at the University of Heidelberg in Germany. The catechism 
takes the form of question and answer, and is divided into 52 sections, designed to be 
taught on 52 Sundays throughout the year. Along with The Belgic Confession and The 
Canons of Dort, it is one of the Three Forms of Unity, which are the doctrinal standards 
to which many Reformed churches around the world subscribe. 
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—————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE————— 
The First Reading of God’s Word.....................................Hebrews 2:5-9 

   pp. 1001-1002 

The Second Reading of God’s Word.....................................Psalm 8:1-9  
pp. 450-451 

                                                                         
 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People: Amen! 
Prayer of Consecration 

We offer an optional Children’s Church for children 4 years old through 1st 
grade. If you choose to have your children participate, you may dismiss them 
for CC as we sing the hymn printed below. Please know we welcome and 
encourage your children to remain with you during the sermon. However, in 
CC they will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon, so 
you may discuss the message as a family after church if you wish to do so. 

Hymn of Preparation.........................................................Speak, O Lord 

 
Hearing from God’s Word............................................................Psalm 8 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                          Resurrection Song  
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Please see instructions on the inside back cover of your bulletin 

Use the quotes below to help focus your heart and mind on this celebration:  
“Preaching the gospel to myself each day nourishes within me a holy 
brazenness to believe what God says, enjoy what He offers, and do 
what He commands. Admittedly, I don’t deserve to be a child of God 
and I don’t deserve to be free of sin’s guilt and power. I don’t 
deserve the staggering privilege of intimacy with God, nor any other 
blessing that Christ has purchased for me with His blood. I don’t 
deserve to be useful to God. But by the grace of God I am what I am 
and I have what I have, and I hereby resolve not to let any portion of 
God’s grace prove vain in me! And to the degree that I fail to live up 
to this resolve, I will boldly take for myself the forgiveness that God 
says is mine and continue walking in His grace. This is my manifesto, 
my daily resolve; and may God be glorified by this confidence that I 
place in Him.”                    Milton Vincent 

“Repentance out of mere fear is really sorrow for the consequences of 
sin, sorrow over the danger of sin — it bends the will away from sin, but 
the heart still clings. But repentance out of conviction over mercy is 
really sorrow over sin, sorrow over the grievousness of sin — it melts the 
heart away from sin. It makes the sin itself disgusting to us, so it loses its 
attractive power over us. We say, ‘this disgusting thing is an affront to 
the one who died for me. I’m continuing to stab him with it!’”       
             Tim Keller 

“Let faith look on Christ in the gospel as he is set forth dying and 
crucified for us. Look on him under the weight of our sins, praying, 
bleeding, dying; bring him in that condition into thy heart by faith; 
apply his blood so shed to thy corruptions: do this daily.”  
                        John Owen 
“Every good thing we could think or desire is to be found in this same 
Jesus Christ alone. For he was sold, to buy us back; captive, to deliver us; 
condemned, to absolve us. He was made a curse for our blessing, sin 
offering for our righteousness; marred that we may be made fair."  
           John Calvin 
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Communion Hymns 
 

The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done (#275) –Latin Hymn/Giovanni Palestrina 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
1. The strife is o’er, the battle done; 
The victory of life is won; 
The song of triumph has begun: Alleluia! 
 
2. The powers of death  
Have done their worst; 
But Christ their legions hath dispersed; 
Let shouts of holy joy outburst: Alleluia! 
 
3. The three sad days are quickly sped; 
He rises glorious from the dead;             
All glory to our risen Head! Alleluia! 

4. He closed the yawning gates of hell; 
The bars from heaven’s high portals fell; 
Let hymns of praise His triumphs tell! 
Alleluia! 
 
5. Lord, by the stripes  
Which wounded Thee, 
From death’s dread sting  
Thy servants free, 
That we may live, and sing to Thee: 
Alleluia! 

 
Beautiful Savior – Stuart Townend 

1. All my days I will sing this song of 
gladness, Give my praise to the Fountain 
of delights; For in my helplessness You 
heard my cry, And waves of mercy 
poured down on my life. 
 
Refrain:  
Beautiful Savior, Wonderful Counselor, 
Clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 
You're the Way, the Truth, the Life. 
Star of the Morning, glorious in holiness, 
You're the Risen One, heaven's Champion 
And You reign, You reign over all. 
 

2. I will trust in the cross of my 
Redeemer, I will sing of the blood that 
never fails; Of sins forgiven, of 
conscience cleansed, Of death defeated 
and life without end.  
Refrain 
 
3. I long to be where the praise is never-
ending, Yearn to dwell where the glory 
never fades; Where countless 
worshippers will share one song, And 
cries of “worthy” will honor the Lamb! 
Refrain 

Lift High the Cross (#263) –George W. Kitchin/Sydney H. Nicholson 
Refrain: Lift high the cross, 
The love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore 
His sacred Name. 
 
1. Come, brethren, follow where our 
Savior trod, our King victorious,  
Christ the Son of God. Refrain 
 
2. Led on their way by this triumphant 
sign, the hosts of God in conquering 
ranks combine. Refrain 

3. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious 
tree, as thou hast promised, draw men 
unto thee. Refrain 
 
4. Thy kingdom come, that earth’s 
despair may cease beneath the shadow 
of its healing peace. Refrain 
 
5. For thy blest Cross which doth for us 
atone, creation's praises rise before thy 
throne. Refrain. 
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———————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE———————
Offertory................................................................The Risen Christ 

O breath of God, come fill this place; 
Revive our hearts to know Your grace; 

And from our slumber make us rise 
That we may know the Risen Christ. 
May God the Father, God the Son, 
And God the Spirit make us one. 

In holiness let us unite 
That we may know the Risen Christ. 

Closing Hymn ......................................................................Psalm 8 

 
Benediction
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Even though the financial condition of the church is sound, the officers of GCPC are 
concerned about the years-long downward trend in giving, especially when coupled with 
the growth in our membership.  We believe that our generosity should be informed by 
our understanding of the gospel. Please watch this space.  If you have any questions, 
please speak with our Treasurer or any of our Church Officers. 

January giving: $35,892 
February giving: $41,141 
March giving: $42,263  
Projected 2017 (receipts based on giving to date): $477,186 
2017 Budget:  $475,118 annual / $39,593 monthly 

For 2017, we are providing a basic Family Worship plan to help our families to more 
regularly worship together during the week.  In each weekly bulletin, we will provide a 
Daily Bible Reading plan, questions from the Catechisms, a hymn for you to learn 
together, and prayers for you to use as a family.  

Weekly Hymn: Psalm 8   
Shorter Catechism for Young Children –  

• Q13 "Can God do all things?" / Answer: "Yes; God can do all His 
holy will." 

Shorter Catechism –  
• Q13 "Did our first parents continue in the estate wherein they were 

created?"  / Answer:  "Our first parents, being left to the freedom of 
their own will, fell from the estate wherein they were created, by 
sinning against God." 

Bible Reading: 
• Mon – 4/17 – Leviticus 21 & Psalm 26-27 
• Tue – 4/18 – Leviticus 22 & Psalm 28-29 
• Wed – 4/19 – Leviticus 23 & Psalm 30 
• Thur – 4/20 – Leviticus 24 & Psalm 31 
• Fri – 4/21 – Leviticus 25 & Psalm 32 
• Sat – 4/22 – Leviticus 26 & Psalm 33 
• Sun – 4/23 – Leviticus 27 & Psalm 34 

Next Week’s Passages:  
• Adult Sunday School: Exodus 12:33-51 
• Preaching: Psalm 13  
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Morning Prayer: 

• Our gracious heavenly Father: we thank You for how You have 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day. You are the Giver 
of every blessing we enjoy. Teach us to see every moment of this 
day as an opportunity to live for You and not ourselves. Help us to 
see trials and afflictions as opportunities for growth and 
deliverance from our greatest enemy – our sinful flesh. Grow us 
in our delight and obedience of You as we seek to glorify You in 
all that we do. Purge from us selfishness, the fear of man, and the 
pride that seeks to keep us from trusting in You. May the cross of 
Jesus be our joy and boast as we begin this day, amen.  

 

 

Midday Prayer: 

• Our wonderful and merciful Lord: as we stop to enjoy Your 
gracious provision of our daily bread, we commend our hearts 
and minds to You, asking that You would set them on what is truly 
honorable, virtuous, pure, lovely, and excellent. Let whatever 
anxieties and fears that may have surfaced this morning be 
answered by Your Spirit of comfort and truth who assures us that 
though the mountains sway and the valleys tremble, the rivers of 
sorrow will not overwhelm, for You are with us. Teach us the 
comfort of Your rod and staff as we are guided by Your loving 
Son, our Good Shepherd. In His name, we pray, amen.  

 

 

Evening Prayer: 

• Our holy Father: we are thankful for everything You have 
provided this day. We are overwhelmed at the thought of Your 
goodness and kindness toward us. We humbly ask that whatever 
sinful thoughts, ungracious words or deeds, we have committed, 
You would grant us forgiveness for the sake of Your Son. Let our 
hearts be filled with the joy that comes from knowing You, the true 
God. You are our treasure and delight. Keep us as we close our 
eyes to rest, in Your holy name we pray, amen.   
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Nursery Volunteers (please arrive by 10:15) 
Today: Eric and Erin Sizemore 

§ Next week: Jim and Lorna Sizemore 
§ 4/30: Tim and Kathryn Stackpole 
§ 5/7: Leonard and Michelle Stifflemire 
§ 5/14: Tangunyi family  

Upcoming events: 
Officer Examinations 

• Please pray for your officer candidates: Rhett Bentson (D), Broc 
Chambers (D), Philip Hamby (D), and Dan Bent (RE). They will be 
taking their oral and written exams in the next few weeks. Those who 
satisfy the requirements will be put before you for election on Sunday, 
May 21. We will have a Congregational Meeting that Sunday, 
immediately following our worship service, so that you may vote.  

Dinner Club is back!  
• We will be put into groups of 3-4 families, and each family will take a 

turn hosting dinner for the group. To sign up, please email or text 
Meagan Dennison at 817-653-0359 or meagandennison@yahoo.com.  
We would like to start by May 1, so sign up soon! 

Student Ministries of Grace: 
• BFG: our next “Big Fun Gathering” will be on Saturday, April 22, at 

Broc and Kelly Chambers’ lake house. All Jr. and Sr. High students are 
welcome!  

• Camp Cookout Fundraiser: we have your Sunday lunch covered on 
April 23! Our MS and HS students will be cooking lunch and offering 
their services with a silent auction. All proceeds will go to help funding 
their way to our Reformed Youth Ministries’ summer camps.   

Ladies of Grace:  
• Small groups: alternate Tuesday mornings at 10 and alternate 

Wednesday evenings at 7. The next date for the morning group is 4/11; 
the evening groups is on 4/19.  

Guys of Grace: [e-sizemore@att.net] 
• Join us for our bi-monthly Bible study of the Book of Romans on 

Wednesday nights at 7. Our next meeting is on 4/26.  
Things to Know:  

• Interested in membership? officegcpcfw@gmail.com 
• Would like to meet with one of our pastors?  

o Pastor Kyle: koliphint@gmail.com 
o Pastor Davis: daviswmorgan@gmail.com 


