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G R A C E   C O M M U N I T Y 
Presbyterian Church, PCA 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
March 19, 2017 

10:30 AM 
Reflection: 

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he 
cannot lose.”                 Jim Elliot  

 
 
Prelude 
 
Welcome 

——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 
 
Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to Worship.................................................................from Psalm 112 
Minister:  Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, 

who greatly delights in his commandments! 
People:  Wealth and riches are in his house, and his 

righteousness endures forever. 
Minister:   Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; He is 

gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
People:  He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; his 

righteousness endures forever; his horn is exalted in 
honor. 
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Hymn of Adoration.......................Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (#53) 

 
 

 
Prayer of Adoration  
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Hymn of Preparation..................................My Jesus, I Love Thee (#648) 

 
——————WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON—————— 

Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession  

Almighty God:  
You are the source of all wealth, all knowledge, and all prosperity.  

We confess how quickly we forget these truths and instead trust in our 
strength and efforts to vindicate ourselves. 

We confess that in vain do we seek satisfaction in created things at the 
expense of You, our glorious Creator.  

We confess that in our flesh we much prefer the pride of control to the 
humility of faith in Your provision for our daily bread. 

And we confess that though You said we can only be devoted to one 
master, the god of materialism is ever present ready to steal Your glory, 

kill our joy in You, and destroy our very souls with vanity.  
Hear now our silent prayers of confession and our need for Your mercy. 
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Words of Comfort and Promise...............................................Hebrews 7 
Christ is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 

Hymn of Response...............................................My Hope Is Built (#521) 

 

 

“We should ask God to increase our hope when it is small, awaken it when it is dormant, 
confirm it when it is wavering, strengthen it when it is weak, and raise it up when it is 
overthrown. May the Lord Jesus Christ support [the child of God] also under heavy 
affliction, which would certainly overcome (them), had not He, who raises up the 
prostrate, strengthens the weak, and refreshes the weary, stretch forth his hand from 
heaven.”              John Calvin 
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 Confession of Faith...................................................The Apostles’ Creed 
Ruling Elder Phil Bassett 

 
Elder:   Christian, what do you believe about God?  

 

People:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

Maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried;  

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of God  

the Father Almighty.  

From there He will come to judge the living  

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church** 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Although not written by the apostles, the Apostles’ Creed is a concise summary of their 
teachings. It originated as a baptismal confession, probably in the second century, and 
developed into its present form by the sixth or seventh century. 
** holy catholic church = the whole Christian church 
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—————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE————— 

The First Reading of God’s Word...................................Psalm 112:1-10 
pp.509-510 

 
The Second Reading of God’s Word..................2 Corinthians 8:16-9:15  

(p. 968) 
                                                                         

 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People: Amen! 
Prayer of Consecration 

We offer an optional Children’s Church for children 4 years old through 1st grade. If 
you choose to have your children participate, you may dismiss them for CC as we sing 
the hymn printed below. Please know we welcome and encourage your children to 
remain with you during the sermon. However, in CC they will be hearing from the 
same text that the sermon is based upon, so you may discuss the message as a family 
after church if you wish to do so. 

Hymn of Preparation........................Blessed Jesus, at Your Word (#303) 

 
 
Hearing from God’s Word ............................ 2 Corinthians 8:16 – 9:15 
Rev. Davis W. Morgan Rejoicing in Generosity  
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The Westminster Larger Catechism:  How is the word made effectual to salvation? 
A. The Spirit of God makes the reading, but especially the preaching of the word, an effectual 
means of enlightening, convincing, and humbling sinners; of driving them out of themselves, and 
drawing them unto Christ; of conforming them to his image, and subduing them to his will; of 
strengthening them against temptations and corruptions; of building them up in grace, and 
establishing their hearts in holiness and comfort through faith unto salvation. 

 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Please see instructions on the inside back cover of your bulletin 

Use the quotes below to help focus your heart and mind on this celebration:  
“We may patiently pass through this life with its misery, hunger, 
cold, contempt, reproaches, and other troubles - content with this one 
thing: that our King [Jesus] will never leave us destitute, but will 
provide for our needs until, our warfare ended, we are called to 
triumph.”       John Calvin                                                

"All divine names and titles are applied to Christ. He is called God the 
mighty God, the great God, God over all, Jehovah, Lord, the Lord of 
Lords and King of Kings. All divine attributes are ascribed to Him. He is 
declared to be omnipresent, omniscient, almighty and immutable, the 
same yesterday, today and forever. He is set forth as the creator and 
upholder and ruler of the universe. All things were created by Him and 
for Him and by Him all thinks consist. He is the object of worship to all 
intelligent creatures, even the highest, all are commanded to prostrate 
themselves before Him. He is the object of all the religious sentiments, of 
reference, love, faith and devotion. To Him men and angels are 
responsible for their character and conduct. He required that man should 
honor Him as they honored the Father, that they should exercise the same 
faith in Him they do in God. He declares that He and the Father are one, 
that those who had seen Him had seen the Father. He calls all men unto 
Him, promises to forgive their sins, to send them the Holy Spirit, to give 
them rest and peace, to raise them at the last day and give them eternal 
life. God is not more and cannot promise more or do more than Christ is 
said to be, to promise and to do.”             Charles Hodge   
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Communion Hymns
O Sacred Head Now Wounded (#247)–Bernard of Clairvaux/Hans Hassler 

 

1. O sacred Head, now wounded,  
With grief and shame weighed down,  
Now scornfully surrounded  
With thorns, thine only crown:  
O sacred Head, what glory, 
What bliss till now was thine!  
Yet, though despised and gory, 
I joy to call thee mine. 
 
2. What thou, my Lord, hast suffered  
Was all for sinners' gain;  
Mine, mine was the transgression,  
But thine the deadly pain.  

Lo, here I fall, my Savior!  
'Tis I deserve thy place;  
Look on me with thy favor,  
Vouchsafe to me thy grace.  
 
3. What language shall I borrow  
To thank thee, dearest friend,  
For this thy dying sorrow,  
Thy pity without end?  
O make me thine forever;  
And should I fainting be,  
Lord, let me never, never  
Outlive my love for thee. 
 

Thy Mercy, My God – John Stocker/Sandra McCracken 
 

1. Thy mercy, my God, is the theme 
of my song,  
The joy of my heart. and the boast of 
my tongue;  
Thy free grace alone, from the first 
to the last,  
Hath won my affections, and bound 
my soul fast. 
 
2. Without Thy sweet mercy I could 
not live here;  
Sin would reduce me to utter 
despair;  
But, through Thy free goodness, my 
spirits revive,  
And He that first made me still 
keeps me alive. 
 

3. Thy mercy is more than a match 
for my heart,  
Which wonders to feel its own 
hardness depart;  
Dissolved by Thy goodness, I fall to 
the ground,  
And weep to the praise of the mercy 
I’ve found. 
 
4. Great Father of mercies, Thy 
goodness I own,  
And the covenant love of Thy 
crucified Son;  
All praise to the Spirit, Whose 
whisper divine  
Seals mercy, and pardon, and 
righteousness mine.

Fairest Lord Jesus (#170)– Folk Hymn 
 

1. Fairest Lord Jesus,  
Ruler of all nature,  
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, 
Thou, my soul’s glory joy, and crown. 
 
2. Fair are the meadows, 
Fair are the woodlands,  
Robed in the blooming garb of spring: 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,  
Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

3. Fair is the sunshine, 
Fair is the moonlight,  
And all the twinkling, starry host; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
Than all the angels heaven can boast. 
 
4. Beautiful Savior!  
Lord of the nations!  
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
Now and forevermore be thine.
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———————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE———————
Offertory........................................Come, People of the Risen King 
Come, people of the Risen King, 
Who delight to bring Him praise; 
Come all and tune your hearts to sing 
To the Morning Star of grace. 
From the shifting shadows of the earth 
We will lift our eyes to Him, 

Where steady arms of mercy reach 
To gather children in.  
Rejoice, Rejoice! Let every tongue 
rejoice!  
One heart, one voice; O Church of 
Christ, rejoice! 

Closing Hymn ............................................ We Rest on Thee (#449) 

 
Benediction
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Even though the financial condition of the church is sound, the officers of GCPC are 
concerned about the years-long downward trend in giving, especially when coupled 
with the growth in our membership.  We believe that our generosity should be 
informed by our understanding of the gospel. Please watch this space.  If you have 
any questions, please speak with our Treasurer or any of our Church Officers. 

January giving: $35,892 
February giving: $41,141 
Projected 2017 (receipts based on giving to date): $462,200 
2017 Budget:  $475,118 annual / $39,593 monthly 
Difference to date: ($12,918) annual / ($1,077) monthly 

For 2017, we are providing a basic Family Worship plan to help our families to 
more regularly worship together during the week.  In each weekly bulletin, we will 
provide a Daily Bible Reading plan, questions from the Catechisms, a hymn for you 
to learn together, and prayers for you to use as a family.  

Weekly Hymn: We Rest on Thee  

Shorter Catechism for Young Children –  
• Q9 "What is God?" / Answer: "God is a Spirit and does not have 

a body like men." 
Shorter Catechism –  

• Q9 "What is the work of creation?"  / Answer:  "The work of 
creation is God making all things of nothing, by the word of his 
power, in the space of six days, and all very good." 

Bible Reading: 
• Mon – 3/20 – Exodus 31 & John 10 
• Tue – 3/21 – Exodus 32 & John 11 
• Wed – 3/22 – Exodus 33 & John 12 
• Thurs – 3/23 – Exodus 34 & John 13 
• Fri – 3/24 – Exodus 35 & John 14 
• Sat – 3/25 – Exodus 36 & John 15 
• Sun – 3/26 – Exodus 37 & John 16 

Next Week’s Passages:  
• Adult Sunday School: Exodus 9:8-35 
• Preaching: Introduction to the Psalms 
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Morning Prayer: 

• Our gracious heavenly Father: we thank You for how You have 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day. You are the Giver 
of every blessing we enjoy. Teach us to see every moment of this 
day as an opportunity to live for You and not ourselves. Help us to 
see trials and afflictions as opportunities for growth and 
deliverance from our greatest enemy – our sinful flesh. Grow us 
in our delight and obedience of You as we seek to glorify You in 
all that we do. Purge from us selfishness, the fear of man, and the 
pride that seeks to keep us from trusting in You. May the cross of 
Jesus be our joy and boast as we begin this day, amen.  

 

Midday Prayer: 

• Our wonderful and merciful Lord: as we stop to enjoy Your 
gracious provision of our daily bread, we commend our hearts 
and minds to You, asking that You would set them on what is truly 
honorable, virtuous, pure, lovely, and excellent. Let whatever 
anxieties and fears that may have surfaced this morning be 
answered by Your Spirit of comfort and truth who assures us that 
though the mountains sway and the valleys tremble, the rivers of 
sorrow will not overwhelm, for You are with us. Teach us the 
comfort of Your rod and staff as we are guided by Your loving 
Son, our Good Shepherd. In His name, we pray, amen.  

 

Evening Prayer: 

• Our holy Father: we are thankful for everything You have 
provided this day. We are overwhelmed at the thought of Your 
goodness and kindness toward us. We humbly ask that whatever 
sinful thoughts, ungracious words or deeds, we have committed, 
You would grant us forgiveness for the sake of Your Son. Let our 
hearts be filled with the joy that comes from knowing You, the true 
God. You are our treasure and delight. Keep us as we close our 
eyes to rest, in Your holy name we pray, amen.   
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Nursery Volunteers (please arrive by 10:15) 
Today: John and Samantha Rohde 

§ Next week: John and Jennifer Rutherford 
§ 4/2: Ken and Renee Seiver   
§ 4/9: Chris and Heather Sizemore 
§ 4/16: Eric and Erin Sizemore 

Upcoming events: 
The Harrison Nursing Home Ministry: 4th Sunday at 2:30 PM  

• March: Justice Kerr 
• April: Justin Campbell 

Student Ministries of Grace: 
• Roots: all high school and middle school students are invited to 

join us next Sunday (3/26) at 5 pm. 
Ladies of Grace:  

• Small groups: alternate Tuesday mornings at 10 and alternate 
Wednesday evenings at 7. The date for the morning group is 3/28 
and the evening groups is 3/22. 

• Spring Luncheon: April 1, 11:00-1:00,  
Wise Ways for Wise Days 
RSVP in foyer or contact: Joanna McMahan or Anne Nelson 	 
(janamcmahanp48@gmail.com; anneok@cox.net.) 

Guys of Grace: [e-sizemore@att.net] 
• Join us for our bi-monthly Bible study of the Book of Romans on 

Wednesday nights at 7. Our next meeting is on 3/29.  
ABC Conference:  

• Please consider attending the Association of Biblical Counselors’ 
annual Called to Counsel Conference on April 27-29, 2017 at 
Irving Bible Church.  
If you are interested in learning how to help friends, family, and 
fellow church members with God's Word this conference is for 
you. If you register, use the promotional code GCPCABC17 to 
receive ABC's church discount for friends and members of GCPC, 
$157.50 instead of the regular rate of $225.00. You may learn 
more about ABC's Called to Counsel Conference at 
http://www.calledtocounsel.com or you may call 1-877-222-4551.  


