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G R A C E   C O M M U N I T Y 
Presbyterian Church, PCA 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
October 1, 2017 

10:30 AM 
Reflection: 

“...from the time that God had made his covenant with Abraham, a 
Redeemer was promised, in a peculiar manner, to his seed, yet we 
know that, since the transgression of the first man, all needed a 
Redeemer, and he was accordingly appointed for the whole world. It 
was by a wonderful purpose of God, that Luke exhibited Christ to us 
as the son of Adam.”      John Calvin 

Prelude 

 
Welcome 

——————WORSHIP IN PRAISE—————— 
 
Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to Worship.................................................................from Psalm 100  

Minister: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the 
LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! 

People:  For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures 
forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 
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Hymn of Adoration.................All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (#296) 

 
 

Prayer of Adoration
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Hymn of Preparation.................................Come, Ye Souls By Sin Afflicted  

 

——————WORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDON—————— 

Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession  
Words of Comfort and Promise....................................from Colossians 1 
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 

kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins.   
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Hymn of Response...........................Crown Him with Many Crowns (#295)  
 

 
 
 

“On Christ’s glory I would fix all my thoughts and desires, and the more I see 
of the glory of Christ, the more the painted beauties of this world will wither 
in my eyes and I will be more and more crucified to this world. It will become 
to me like something dead and putrid, impossible for me to enjoy.”  
                  John Owen
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Confession of Faith....................................................The Apostles’ Creed* 
Ruling Elder Justice Kerr 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit  
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried;  
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.     
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church** 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

*Although not written by the apostles, the Apostles’ Creed is a concise summary of their 
teachings. It originated as a baptismal confession, probably in the second century, and 
developed into its present form by the sixth or seventh century. 

**“holy catholic church” = the whole Christian church  
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—————WORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACE————— 

 
The First Reading of God’s Word.......................................Genesis 3:1-15 

pp.2-3 
 
The Second Reading of God’s Word......................................Luke 3:21-38 

p.859 
                                                                         
 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People: Amen! 
 
Prayer of Consecration 

 

We offer an optional Children’s Church for children 4 years old through 
1st grade. If you choose to have your children participate, you may dismiss 
them for CC as we sing the hymn printed below. Please know we welcome 
and encourage your children to remain with you during the sermon. 
However, in CC they will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is 
based upon, so you may discuss the message as a family after church if you 
wish to do so. 

 
 

Hymn of Preparation....................Father of Mercies, in Your Word (#144) 

  
 
 
Hearing from God’s Word......................................................Luke 3:21-38 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                        Divinity and Humanity 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Please see instructions on the inside back cover of your bulletin 

Use the quotes below to help focus your heart and mind on this celebration:  

“No one, indeed, will voluntarily and willingly devote himself to the 
service of God unless he has previously tasted his paternal love, and 
been thereby allured to love and reverence Him.”       John Calvin 

“The knowledge of our union with Christ...gives us confidence in prayer. It 
was when Jesus had begun to expound the closeness of this union that he 
also began to introduce the disciples to the true heart of prayer. If Christ 
abides in us and we abide in him, as his word dwells in us, and we pray in 
his name, that God hears us (Jn 15:4-7). But all of these expressions are 
simply extensions of the one fundamental idea: If I am united to Christ, 
then all that is his is mine. So long as my heart, will and mind are one with 
Christ's in his word, I can approach God with the humble confidence that 
my prayers will be heard and answered.”           Sinclair Ferguson  

“Every attribute of God is precious to believers. They cannot do 
without any of them. They desire no other God than the only true God, 
who has revealed Himself in Christ, and they glory in all His 
perfections in truth. Their adoration, their love, their thanksgiving, 
and praise are aroused not only by God’s grace and love but also by 
His holiness and righteousness, not only by God’s goodness but also by 
His omnipotence, not only by His communicable but also His 
incommunicable attributes.”           Herman Bavinck 

“The heart overflows with gladness, and leaps and dances for the joy it has 
found in God. In this experience the Holy Spirit is active, and has taught us 
in the flash of a moment the deep secret of joy. You will have as much joy 
and laughter in life as you have faith in God.”       Martin Luther 

“The mark of knowing God is that you see God's love for you as a 
miracle. As a Christian you have a spirit of wonder that permeates 
your life. You are always saying ‘how miraculous’, ‘how 
interplanetary’, ‘how unreal’. You are always looking at yourself and 
saying, ‘me a Christian ... incredible, miraculous, unbelievable, a 
joke’!!! To the degree that you behold the free grace of God, meditate 
on it, and let it become a holy fire in your heart, you experience and 
behold the love of God.”              Tim Keller 
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Communion Hymns
 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (#252) – Isaac Watts/Gregorian Chant 
 

1. When I survey the wondrous cross  
On which the Prince of glory died,  
My richest gain I count but loss,  
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,  
Save in the death of Christ my God;  
All the vain things that charm me most, I 
sacrifice them to His blood. 
 

3. See from His head, His hands, His feet,  
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;  
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,  
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
4. Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
That were a present far too small:  
Love so amazing, so divine,  
Demands my soul, my life, my  all.

Dear Refuge of My Weary Soul – Anne Steele/Kevin Twit 
 

1. Dear refuge of my weary soul,  
On Thee, when sorrows rise,  
On Thee, when waves of trouble roll,  
My fainting hope relies . 
To Thee I tell each rising grief,  
For Thou alone canst heal. 
Thy Word can bring a sweet relief,  
For every pain I feel. 
 
2. But oh! When gloomy doubts prevail,  
I fear to call Thee mine. 
The springs of comfort seem to fail,  
And all my hopes decline. 
Yet gracious God, where shall I flee?  
Thou art my only trust. 
And still my soul would cleave to Thee,  
Though prostrate in the dust. 

3. Hast Thou not bid me seek Thy face,  
And shall I seek in vain?  
And can the ear of sovereign grace,  
Be deaf when I complain?  
No still the ear of sovereign grace,  
Attends the mourner's prayer  
Oh may I ever find access,  
To breathe my sorrows there 
 
4. Thy mercy seat is open still,  
Here let my soul retreat.  
With humble hope attend Thy will,  
And wait beneath Thy feet,  
Thy mercy seat is open still,  
Here let my soul retreat.  
With humble hope attend Thy will,  
And wait beneath Thy feet 
 
 

O Love That Will Not Let Me Go – George Mattheson/Christopher Miner 
 

1. O Love that will not let me go,  
I rest my weary soul in thee;  
I give thee back the life I owe,  
That in thine ocean depths its flow  
May richer, fuller be. 
 
2. O light that followest all my way,  
I yield my flickering torch to thee;  
My heart restores its borrowed ray,  
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day  
May brighter, fairer be. 

3. O Joy that seekest me through pain,  
I cannot close my heart to thee;  
I trace the rainbow through the rain,  
And feel the promise is not vain,  
That morn shall tearless be. 
 
4. O Cross that liftest up my head,  
I dare not ask to fly from thee;  
I lay in dust life’s glory dead,  
And from the ground there blossoms red  
Life that shall endless be. 
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———————WORSHIP IN GRATITUDE——————

Offertory...........................................................Join All the Glorious Names 
Join all the glorious names 
Of wisdom, love, and pow’r, 

That ever mortals knew, 
That angels ever bore: 

All are too poor to speak his worth, 
To poor to set my Savior forth. 

My Savior and my Lord, 
My Conqu’ror and my King, 
Thy scepter and Thy sword, 
Thy reigning grace I sing: 

Thine is the pow’r; behold, I sit 
In willing bonds beneath thy feet. 

Closing Hymn...........................................................................Jesus is Lord  
 

 
 

Benediction
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FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

Even though the financial condition of the church is sound, the officers of GCPC are 
concerned about the years-long downward trend in giving (2012-2016), especially when 
coupled with the growth in our membership.  We believe that our generosity should be 
informed by our understanding of the gospel. Please watch this space. We are very 
encouraged and grateful for your generosity through the first 7 months of 2017. If you 
have any questions, please speak with our treasurer or any of our church officers. 

First quarter: $119,296 
Second quarter: $134,256 

July: $46,374 
August:  $40,765 

Projected 2017 (receipts based on giving to date): $506,169 
2017 Budget:  $475,118 annual / $39,593 monthly 

For 2017, we are providing a basic Family Worship plan to help our families to more 
regularly worship together during the week.  In each weekly bulletin, we will provide a 
Daily Bible Reading plan, questions from the Catechisms, a hymn for you to learn 
together, and prayers for you to use as a family.  

Weekly Hymn: Jesus is Lord 
Shorter Catechism for Young Children –  

• Q37 "What effect did the sin of Adam have on you and all 
people?”  / Answer: "We are all born guilty and sinful." 

Shorter Catechism –  
• Q37 "What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death?” / 

Answer: "The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in 
holiness, and do immediately pass into glory; and their bodies, 
being still united to Christ, do rest in their graves till the 
resurrection.” 

Bible Reading: 
• Mon – 10/2 – 1 Kings 4-5 & Ephesians 2 
• Tue – 10/3 – 1 Kings 6 & Ephesians 3 
• Wed – 10/4 – 1 Kings 7 & Ephesians 4 
• Thurs – 10/5 – 1 Kings 8 & Ephesians 5 
• Fri – 10/6 – 1 Kings 9 & Ephesians 6 
• Sat – 10/7 – 1 Kings 10 & Philippians 1 
• Sun – 10/8 – 1 Kings 11 & Philippians 2 

 
Next Week’s Preaching Passage:  

• Luke 4:1-13 
• Adult CE: Exodus 20:4-6  
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Introduction to the Gospel of Luke1: 
Timeline: 

 

  
 

Author, Date, and Recipients: 

Luke was a physician (Col. 4:14) and a travel companion of the apostle Paul. 
He wrote this Gospel and its sequel, the book of Acts. The earliest possible 
date of Luke–Acts is immediately after the events that Luke recorded in Acts 
28, which would have been c. A.D. 62. Both Luke and Acts are addressed to 
“Theophilus” (Lk. 1:3; Acts 1:1), about whom nothing more is known. Luke’s 
broader audience consisted primarily of Gentile Christians like Theophilus 
who had already “been taught” (1:4) about Jesus. 

Theme: 

The gospel is for all, Jews and Gentiles alike, since Jesus is the promised 
one of God as prophesied in the OT and as seen in God’s saving activity in 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. The Christian traditions Luke’s readers 
have received are true; by believing in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, they 
will receive the promised Holy Spirit whom he gives to all who follow him. 

Purpose: 

Luke probably had several goals in writing: (1) to assure his readers of the 
truth of what they had been taught; (2) to help them understand how Israel’s 
rejection of Jesus and the Gentiles’ entrance into the kingdom of God are 
part of God’s plan; (3) to clarify that Jesus did not teach that his bodily return 
would come immediately but that there would be a period between his 
resurrection and his return; and (4) to emphasize that they need not fear any 
mere earthly power such as Rome. 

The Setting of Luke: 

The events in the book of Luke take place almost entirely within the vicinity 
of Palestine, an area extending roughly from Caesarea Philippi in the north 
to Beersheba in the south. During this time, it was ruled by the Roman 
Empire. The opening chapters describe events surrounding Jesus’ birth in 
Judea, where Herod had been appointed king by the Romans. The closing 
chapters end with Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension during the rule 
of Pontius Pilate and the tetrarchs Antipas and Philip. 

																																																													
1	From the ESV website: https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/introduction-to-luke/  
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Nursery Volunteers (please arrive by 10:15) 

Today: Josh and Lisa Emrich 
§ Next week: Tim and Sarah Farrar 
§ 10/15: Joe and Jeanette Faulkner  
§ 10/22: Doug and Karen Flowers 
§ 10/29: Jason and Jill Frawley 

 

Upcoming events: 

Student Ministries of Grace:  
• Roots: Our discipleship ministry to our Jr. and Sr. High students is 

tonight from 5-7 pm in Westminster Hall.  
• BFG Whirlyball: at Whirlyball Hurst on Saturday from 7-9 pm.  

Guys of Grace:  
• Text updates: text @guysofgr to 81010 for GOG updates.  
• Prayer Group: Tuesday mornings at 6:15 in the conference room. 

Coffee and fellowship provided!  
• Men’s Bible Study: Join us for our bi-monthly study of the book of 

Romans Wednesday evenings at 7. Our meetings in October will be 
10/11 and 10/25.  

Ladies of Grace: 
• Our fall Bible Study will focus on the book of Ephesians. There are 2 

time options available: Every other Tuesday morning at 10 am, and 
every other Wednesday evening at 7 pm. Next meetings: October 3 and 
4. 

 Things to Know:  
• To subscribe to GCPC updates: Text @gcpcr to 81010 
• Interested in membership? officegcpcfw@gmail.com 
• Ladies of Grace:  

o Anne Nelson: anneok@cox.net  
o Joanna McMahan: janamcmahanp48@gmail.com 

• Guys of Grace:  
o Sean Henry: seanph10@yahoo.com 

• Would like to meet with one of our pastors?  
o Pastor Kyle: koliphint@gmail.com 
o Pastor Davis: daviswmorgan@gmail.com 


